Clinical study of 457 cholecystectomy cases in a private hospital.
This is a retrospective study of 457 cases of cholecystectomized patients, who were admitted to Vichaiyut Hospital from 1970 to 1996. The ratio of male to female was 1:1.6 and the most common age range was 51-60 years, 45.3 per cent of patients were older than 60 years. Associated or underlying diseases were highly prevalent (81.6%). Diabetes mellitus, cardiovascular disease and liver disease were the three most common associated diseases. In acute cholecystitis the pathological findings were in accordance with clinical feature in only 46.2 per cent but in chronic or subsided cholecystitis pathology confirmed in 97.5 per cent. Carcinoma of the gallbladder was found in 0.9 per cent. Clinical diagnosis of cholecystitis was incorrect in 1.1 per cent. Multiple gallstones were found in 67.3 per cent, single stone in 23.5 per cent, sand stones in 2.1 per cent and acalculous cholecystitis in 7.1 per cent. Combined gallstones and CBD stones were found in 9.8 per cent. Enteric bacteria were isolated from the bile in 32.5 per cent and in acute cholecystitis similar organisms were isolated from both bile and blood cultures in 12.8 per cent. Morbidity rate of cholecystectomy was 7.6 per cent, the most common complication was perioperative infection in 3.5 per cent. It is interesting to find that atelectasis was recognized only in 2 out of 57 laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Mortality rate was low (0.66%).